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June 19, 2009

The Honorable John Boehner

U.S. House of Representatives

1011 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3508 Also sent to all of the

Ohio Congressional Delegation

Dear Representative Boehner:

The Ohio Farm Bureau Federation (OFBF) is the largest general farm organization in the state with more than
234,000 members representing all of Ohio’s 88 counties. The Ohio Rural Electric Cooperatives, Inc. (OREC)
represents the 25 independently owned and operated electric cooperatives serving nearly 400,000 consumers in 77 of
Ohio’s 88 counties.

OFBF and OREC have worked closely with congressional offices and committee staff in identifying issues and
principles that are critically important to rural Ohio and which we believe must be included in any climate change
legislation. We appreciate the willingness of many offices and members to hear our concerns on this important
matter. Our organizations want to lessen impacts and create opportunities for rural Ohioans.

However, upon review, it is clear that the interests of our members were not adequately addressed during committee
mark-up, and we write to notify you of our unified current opposition to HR 2454, the American Clean Energy and
Security Act of 2009, as reported by the House Energy and Commerce Committee.

Some sectors of the economy seem to have been accommodated as the legislation was crafted, yet the bill ignores the
complex needs of rural America. Specifically, rural residents are disproportionately affected by the bill and are more
vulnerable to energy cost pressures than their urban and suburban counterparts. We remain concerned over the
impact the bill will have on the affordability of all forms of energy, including electricity, and other inputs essential to
the rural economy.

The bill contains so many policy mandates that its impact on rural America is difficult to evaluate, but our
organizations are certain that it will increase our operating costs and for our farmers, reduce our competitiveness

abroad.

We look forward to continuing our efforts to provide constructive input on the debate surrounding this highly
controversial bill. We remain more than willing to continue to share our ideas for advancing federal climate policy;
a goal we believe can be achieved without harming the farm economy, impairing rural development and penalizing
rural consumers of energy.

Sincerely,

@6 SH, f*

John C. Fisher, Executive Vice President Anthony I. Ahern, President and CEO
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation Ohio Rural Electric Cooperatives, Inc.

Cpy: Senator George Voinovich and Senator Sherrod Brown



