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According to a recent survey conducted on behalf of the Kaiser Family Foundation, the price at
the pump has become our nation’s top economic concern. And with summer nearing, you can
be sure that as gas prices inevitably increase further, so too will the anxiety of cash-strapped
families and small businesses in the Tri-State and across the country. In fact, AAA reported last
week that Memorial Day travel will decrease this year as a result of soaring fuel costs.

To combat growing concerns about gas prices, on April 24, Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) sought to
ease the minds of the American people, promising them, “Democrats have a commonsense
plan to help bring down skyrocketing gas prices.” But here’s the catch: that statement was
made in April of 2006, when then-Minority Leader Pelosi was making election year promises,
with the aim of becoming Speaker Pelosi.

Two years later, Rep. Pelosi was successful in one regard. Democrats now control the House of
Representatives, and Speaker Pelosi sets the congressional agenda. However, in fulfilling her
other promise — to bring down gas prices — she and her Democratic colleagues have fallen
woefully short. On January 4, 2007, the first day of this Congress, gas prices averaged $2.33 per
gallon. In the 16-plus months since, they have risen by nearly $1.50 per gallon — a price spike
that some are calling the “Pelosi Premium.” That’s more than $22 more consumers must pay
every time they fill up a 15-gallon tank.

The biggest determining factor in the price consumers pay at the pump are taxes and the price
of oil on the world market. Yet leading Democrats have proposed even higher energy taxes —
including an inexplicable federal gas tax hike of up to 55 cents more per gallon. And to make
matters worse, the Democrats have locked-up America’s own energy resources while
demanding greater supply from the Middle East, as if we are incapable of helping ourselves.

As a matter of fact, in recent weeks, some Democrats have called on the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to produce more oil, essentially calling on the rest of the
world to do the job we should be doing ourselves — and at a much greater cost, both
economically and environmentally. In other words, leaders of the Democratic Majority are
championing policies that will place us at even greater mercy of countries that already have us
over a barrel, so to speak, by charging us $120-plus per barrel of oil. While all of us would like
to see greater production out of OPEC, the fact is, we have the capacity here at home to help
ourselves — and that must be our top priority.

When Speaker Pelosi implied that “commonsense” was all it took to secure lower gas prices,
she was right, even if her prescription was all wrong. Republicans are putting forth
“commonsense” solutions to give Tri-State and American families the change they deserve at
the pump and in their monthly energy bills. To help bring down gas prices right away, we’ve
proposed suspending the federal gas tax — and implementing a corresponding freeze on



taxpayer-funded pork-barrel earmarks — this summer so families can take their vacations with
less strain on their budgets.

We're also rolling-out a comprehensive plan that promotes alternative and renewable fuels,
harnesses technologies already being employed successfully by our global competitors, and
unlocks America’s natural energy resources through the responsible exploration of oil and gas
in the United States. In 1995, a Republican-led Congress sent President Clinton an energy
package that included a similar plan to explore oil and gas in an environmentally-safe way, and
he vetoed it. Today, we are foregoing an additional one million barrels of domestic oil per day
as a result. The next time you fill up, think about that —and how much his decision is costing
you.

Families in the Tri-State are tired of their elected officials in a broken Washington simply talking
about their problems, but failing to offer solutions. Worse yet, they’re tired of politicians who
promise “commonsense” but never follow through. It’s time give American families and small
businesses the change they deserve by lowering prices here at home and making America more
energy independent.
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