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Dap ity Seoratare

I8, Pepartmoent of Hlaoaroeland Security
Washingron, I3 20528

Homeland
Security

December 30, 2008

The Honorable Jobhn M. Boehner
Minority L.eader

.S, House of Representatives
Washington, ID.C. 20515

Dear Representative Boshner:

Thank yvou for yowur IDecember 3, 2008 letter to the President concerning the historic steamboat
Drelta Queesn.

I certainly share yvour interest in ensuring the continued safe operation of this TWational Historic
L andmark for overnight passengey cruises. We have reviewed the 1966 Sgfery af Sea Acer and
associated regulations. Unfortunately ., while it appears that regulations issued under the Act
provide for an exemption for a particular voyage if the voyage can be conducted with safety, the
Drelta Queen’s reguest—which is not for a particular vovage, but for «/7 of its voyages is not
contemplated by those regulations.

We regret that the regulations will not allow us to grant your regquest.
Please feel free to contact me if 1 can be of further assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Paul A, Schneider

S Jozseph I. Licbertnan,
Chairman, Senate Cormmittee o Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs

Joshua Bolton,
White House Chief of Staff

Stephen J. Hadley,
Assistant 1o the Pregident for Wational Security Affairs

Jirey Wussle,
Diirector, Office of MMansgement and Budget
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